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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andybr 55.3) 

2 With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1 as originally filed 

2-Q filed with telefax on 1 1 .08.2005 



Claims, Numbers 

1 _8 filed with telefax on 1 1 .08.2005 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/10-10/10 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement . 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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I. NOVELTY 

I . 1 The subject-matter of claims 1-8 is novel as none of the prior art documents cited in 
the Search Report or acknowledged in the description discloses all of the features of 
claims 1-8. 

II. INVENTIVE STEP: 

2.1 The documents cited in the Search Report do not give any suggestion to the skilled 
person to modify a a gear clutch assembly as disclosed in EP-A-0 524 691 in the manner 
specified in claim 1 . 

The features of claim 1 , that the number of keys is evenly divisible by the difference in the 
number of grooves between the hub and the gear, so that engagement of the gear and the 
hub in any angular position is possible, result from a step being non-obvious in view of the 
cited prior art. Thus the gear clutch assembly according to claim 1 involves an inventive 
step. 

2.2 The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of corresponding 
method claim 6. 

III. INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY: 

The subject-matter of claims 1-8 can be manufactured in industry, and thus looked upon 
as being industrially applicable. 
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